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Chemical Operations Division

MACJ3-09 26 September 1969

FOR: III MAP O2MICAL OFFICER (CPT LOTT)

SUBJTCT? Report of Investigation into Possible Herbicide Damage at
Vietnamese Kaval Compound at Da Nang

1. On 2U Sep 69 the III MAP Chemiuo.l Officer, CPT Lott, and CPT Bills
frcsc Hi MACV vieited the Vietnamese Kaval Compound at Da Nang to
investigate possible herbicide dacage. Personnel contacted were:

a. LCMDR Jesses - US Advisor.

b. Mr. Xuan - Chief'of Staff (YH)«

G. LT Shirk - US Advisor.

£-. All the Australian pine (casaarioa) located oa the compound appeared
to be dead. Most of the faroadleaf trees were either ccapletely void.of
foliage or in various otagea or loosing their Leaves. Wherever it was
possible to observe new growth, the growth showed the effects of herbicide.
The broadleaf vine growing on the elopes around the hilltop housing
compound also shoved herbicide/ deiaage. The herbicide d&uoge was
limited to the Kavy cosapound. Vegetation gr-wlng on low hills near the
compound did not show herbicide deme.ge.

?. While surveying the compound <*. total of e.! ,',-bt ORAKGE hei-bicide
barrels -.»er<= found. Four of these were locat.-Kl in the POL vard; tyo of
thea had a strong -.dor of herbicide. The remaining four barrels were
located near a signal van and were filled with t.jssolice. The gasoline
was used to operate a power generator. It vas explained to ZXSC3R Janes
and Mr. Xuon that the gasoline in the barre;.3 v."?./ ;;oat:tv!n sjuell quc.ntltieo
of herbicide, aad whan bui aed in the generator engines the exhaust produced
will contain vaporized herbicide capable oi" e^'feotir.y vegetat5.on in the
Liatediate area. It was also pointed out that vcporn frcn residual
herbicide left in empty barrels are a potentin), source of herbicide
damage to nearby vegetation.
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k. LCMDR James and Mr. Xuan stated that the signal v&n and generator had
been on the compound for approximately four months. The severe damage
to the broadleaf trees surrounding the hilltop housing compound has occurred
since the generator has been in operation.

5. It was recommended that all herbicide barrels be made uausuable and
removed from the compound and a control system be established to prevent
herbicide barrels from entering the compound in the future.

RAY W. BILLS
CPT, USA
Gsal Cpns Officer

Copy Furnished
LTC Simonson, 11ACJ3-053
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Materials coded RED and BLUE are specific for defoliation of broad leaf
plants. The material coded white is uced for crop destruction and only a small
quantity is used. Drums coded white arc not considered hazardous to most
plants in the city.

'*->

1. The defoliant arrives in Dananr; and is turned over to the 511 Ordinance
Depot f A?..VM. This Unit is responsible for moving the material to
Danang Air Ease.

The contents of the drums are transferred to underground tanks at the
Air Base. The physical transfer is done by the 202 Hanalin-; and
Loading Platoon, I Corps Hq. , Danang. '

We believe that the damage caused by residual material in the used
drums can be minimized if the drums are burned out before they are
brought into town.

We recommend action be initiated which will result in a prohibition against
movement of these drums into Danang city and surrounding rural areas unless they
have been properly cleaned.

We have personally recommended to the Chemical Warfare Officer, KA.CY/ICTZ
that a flushing system be installed on the aircraft which are used to apply
defoliants in the ICTZ. This will minimize damage to vegetable producing
areas around and in Danang City.


